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Spiritual Development 
in Scouting

YOUTH PROGRAMME



Session 
Objectives 

• To demonstrate why Spirituality 
in important in Scouting

• To explain the main concepts 
about the spirituality in 
Scouting

• To Explain the educational 
Objectives of Spiritual 
Development in Scouting

• To show some related 
dynamics in WOSM around the 
area of spiritual development. 



The Scout 
Promise

On my honour I promise that I will do 
my best — To do my duty to God 
and the King (or to God and my 
Country);To help other people at all 
times; To obey the Scout Law.

Text from WOSM constitution as revealed 
by the founder



The purpose of the Scout 
Movement is to contribute to 
the development of young 
people in achieving their full 
physical, intellectual, 
emotional, social and 
spiritual potentials as 
individuals, as responsible 
citizens and as members of 
their local, national and 
international communities.

The purpose 
of the Scout 
Movement



The principles 
of Scouting • Duty to God

• Duty to others
• Duty to self



The Scout 
Method



Youth 
Programme
Definition

The Youth Programme in 
Scouting is the totality of the 
learning opportunities from 
which young people can 
benefit (What), 
created to achieve the purpose 
of Scouting (Why), 
and experienced through the 
Scout method (How). 



Faith

Spirituality
belief religion



What is 
Spirituality 
(in Scouting)?

We can identify some basic 
approaches to understand 
spirituality within Scouting 
and the wider community … like:
- Religion as spiritual
- Spirituality as the development 

of the individual in a religious 
context

- Spirituality as existential 
development

- Spirituality as the search for 
meaning of things and 
experiences within oneself. 



Learning Objectives 
of the Spiritual 
Development

• A Scout is able to get along with 
and Welcome others

• A Scout understands and can 
Wonder at the natural world

• A Scout Works to create a more 
tolerant and caring society

• A Scout has Wisdom: self-
confidence and self-discipline

• A Scout recognises the need for 
prayer and Worship for a 
spiritual response

The 5Ws



The learning 
cycle
and Spiritual 
Development

Reflecting

ConnectingDeciding

Exploring



Exploring the 
invisible
The Scout Method and 
Approach to Spiritual 
Development

• Exploring involves going somewhere 
new

• Exploring requires personal 
commitment

• Exploring requires appropriate 
training

• Exploring requires preparation and 
planning

• Exploring needs an engagement 
with its discoveries and experiences

• Exploring has an effect on the 
explorer

• Exploring make use of maps and 
guides

• Exploring can be a life long project



Adults support 
in Spiritual 
development
Role and training of 
Scout leaders

- Use genuine experience
- Encourage observation
- Feeling - value first 

impressions
- Acknowledge emotions 

and feeling
- Encourage questioning
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1996 - 10 
Inter-Religious Dialogue

2005 - 24 
Inter-Religious Dialogue and 
Spiritual Dimension

2008 - 30 
World Scout Interreligious Forum 

2017 - 06 
Spirituality in Scouting

Conference 
Resolutions:



Interreligious 
Dialogue
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Interreligious Forum of 
World Scouting

Started 1997 preparing for 
the WSJ in Chile (1999). 
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World Scout Interreligious Symposium

Interreligious
Dialogue Faith and Beliefs Zone in

World Scout Events

Interreligious Dialogue and badges



Scouting are 
open to all

The common interpretation of 
the Duty to God in Scouting



Brief History 
of Duty to 
God in the 
Promise

• 1922 pluralistic or Lay associations 
present among founders
• 1924 Conference affirmation of 

importance of spiritual development
• 1932 Reluctant acceptance of 

diversity: full promise required and 
anticipated
• 1949 Division avoided at Conference
• 1961 Conference affirms Duty to 

God as basic and allows variations 
in promise.
• Further growth of movement as 

driver for diversity, retaining a 
spiritual dimension as essential part 
of the promise.

19



Findings from the spiritual 
development survey 2016:
A Diverse movement

Re
lig

io
us

Open

Open vs. Religious. NSOs/NSAs

moderately openless open more open

more religious

moderately religious

less religious

20



2017-06 
Spirituality in 
scouting 
(Conf Res.)

The Conference
- recognising the good work being done by.     

many Member Organizations in the area of 
Spiritual Development / Duty to God and  
the wide acceptance and use of the 
resources Scouting and Spiritual 
Development and Guidelines on Spiritual 
and Religious Development in Scouting
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2017-06 
Spirituality in 
scouting 
(Conf Res.)

The Conference
- recognising the good work being done 

and presented by the Duty to God Task 
Force - recognising the need for further 
investigation in the key area of Spiritual 
Development / Duty to God and the 
strongly expressed desire for more 
support on the part of many Member 
Organizations in the area of Spiritual 
Development / Duty to God

- reaffirming Conference Resolution 2014-
05 and the broad agreement within the 
Movement of the importance of Spiritual 
Development / Duty to God
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2017-06 
Spirituality in 
scouting 
(Conf Res.)

The Conference
• recommends that the World Scout 

Committee provides more support to 
Member Organizations in enhancing their 
youth programme and leader training in 
the area of Spiritual Development / Duty 
to God
• recommends that the World Scout 

Committee, when considering approval of 
changes to the local formulation of the 
Scout Promise and Law, give due weight 
to the place of each Member Organization 
in determining the most appropriate 
formulation for their “culture and 
civilization” when addressing the issue of 
“Spiritual Development / Duty to God”
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2017-06 
Spirituality in 
scouting 
(Conf Res.)

The Conference
• calls on Member Organizations to 

consider, in a spirit of fellowship, the 
wider interests of the Movement when 
presenting new formulations of their 
Scout Promise and Law for approval.
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Thank You


